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behind. ' Ecce Homo ' represented it in its
sanguine youth ; i Natural Religion7 represents it
in the death-throes that are already overtaking it.

These last words are a sufficiently plain in-
dication of our own judgment on the arguments
we have been just considering. Regarded with
reference to their truth or untruth, and their
practical use or uselessness, we conceive that
they are based, all of them, on a profound false-
hood ; and that instead of giving new life to the
cause in whose behalf they are urged, they show
more decisively than any book we are acquainted
with, how forlorn and how hopeless that cause
has come to be. This judgment we shall now
proceed to justify.

First, then, we must observe that our views
about the volume before us are a tribute to its
ability, though they are not a tribute to its
truth. We consider its falsehoods to be both
important and representative ; but they are only
important because a keen intellect has been
guilty of them ; and they are only representa-
tive of the present state of a cause, because they
are representative of the best that that cause can
do. For wide and vigorous sympathy, for deli-
cate moral criticism, for a power of constructive